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PREFACE. 



ERRATA. 

Preface, p. viii, foot-note, for Sept. c L, rmd Sept. cL 

Page 66| line 6, for mightest, read mightiest 

Page 81, line 9, read— 

^ Sun, that doth ne'er descend,'* 

mm cuvtsiram. x'ne TYora or vroa TCTBaiisu 
Himself to the Church in the wilderness, nbt 
only as a Saviour and Redeemer, hut in the 
character of a betrothed Husband,- intole- 
rant of a rival. " I am the Lord thy God, 
Which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage ; thx>u shalt have 
none other gods before MeJ^ The second 
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Commandment still more expressly forbids 
any kind of idol in heaven, earth, or 
under the earth, and on this ground, "for 
I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquities of the f ather9 upon the 
children tmto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate Me, and shewing mercy imto 
thousands of them that love Me, and keep My 
Commandments." In the Book of Deute- 
ronomy also, which is chiefly an expansion 
or paraphrase of these two Commandments, 
we are enjoined to hve the Lord our God 
with all our heart, all our mind, all our 
soul, and all our strength. Moreover, the 
violation of the first covenant is denounced 
by Moses in language appropriate to a wife, 
who had become faithless to her husband. So 
is it in the Psalms ; and the Prophet Jere- 
miah, referring to the time of God's dealings 
with His Church in the wilderness, exclaims, 
chap. ii. 1, 2 : — " Moreover, the Word of the 
Lord came to me, saying, Go and cry in the 
ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith tlie 
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Lord, I remember thee, the kindness of thy 
youth, the love of thine espousals^ when thou 
wentest after Me in the wilderness." And 
again, in chap. xxxi. 32, " Which My cove- 
nant they brake, although / was an Husband 
unto thenij saith the Lord." See also Isaiah 
liv. 5-10. Indeed, the writings of the Pro- 
phets abound with declarations of the same 
truth, whether they treat of keeping or of 
violating the covenant between God and His 
Church. Thus, again, Jeremiah in chap. iii. 
1-5, among other things, says, *^But thou 
hast played the harlot with many lovers, yet 
return again to Me, saith the Lord." The 
first, second, and third chapters of Hosea are 
all to the same purport; but none speak 
more plainly or freely in this manner than 
Ezekiel, when reproving the defection and 
ingratitude of the people of Israel, in the 
sixteenth and twenty-third chapters of his 
prophecy. 

The learned Bishop Lowth, in his thirtieth 
Lectiu'e on the Sacred Poetry of the Hebrews, 
A 2 
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when treating "Of the Subject and Style 
of Solomon's Song," thus describes the na- 
ture of the first covenant between God and 
His Church : " A peculiar people, of the 
posterity of Abraham, was selected by God 
from among the nations, and He ratified His 
choice by a solemn covenant. This covenant 
was founded upon reciprocal conditions ; on 
the one part, love, protection, and support ; 
on the other, faith, obedience, and worship, 
pure and devout. This is that conjugal union 
between God and His Church, that solemn 
compact so frequently celebrated by almost 
all the sacred writers under this image. It is 
indeed a remarkable instance of that species 
of metaphor which Aristotle calls analogical — 
that is, when in a proposition consisting of 
four ideas, the first bears the same relation to 
the second as the third does to the fourth; and 
the corresponding words may occasionally 
change their places without any injury to the 
sense. Thus, in this form of expression, God 
is supposed to bear exactly the same relation 
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to the Church as a husband to a wife; 
God is represented as the spouse of the 
Church, and the Church as the betrothed 
of God. Thus, also, when the same figure 
is maintained with a different mode of ex- 
pression, and connected with different cir- 
cumstances, the relation is still the same; 
thujs, the piety of the people, their impiety, 
their idolatry and rejection, stand in the same 
relation with respect to the sacred covenant 
as chastity, modesty, immodesty, adultery, 
divorce, with respect to the marriage contract. 
And this notion is so familiar and well under- 
stood in Scripture that the word adultery, or 
whoredom, is Commonly used to denote idola- 
trous worship; and so appropriate does it 
appear to this metaphorical purpose, that it 
very seldom occurs in its proper and literal 
sense." 

But, however true this conjugal relation- 
ship between God and His Church may have 
been under the terms of the first covenant, it 
was not until the fulfilment of the great mys- 
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tery of the Incarnation, when the Sun of 
Righteousness " came forth as a Bridegroom 
out of His chamber," as the Church celebrates 
in her appointed psalm for Christmas Day — 
when the Divine nature wedded the human 
into Personal unity with Itself — ^that this spi- 
ritual marriage (of which all others are the sha- 
dows and figm'es) could be fully consummated. 
Then it was that the greatest of all the Pro- 
phets, John the Baptist, testifying of the In- 
carnate God, exclaimed, " He, that hath the 
Bride, is the Bridegroom ; but the friend of 
the Bridegroom, which standeth and heareth 
Him, rejoiceth greatly because of the Bride- 
groom's voice, this my joy therefore is ful- 
filled." Such was the joy of the Bridegroom's 
friend, but how much greater that of the 
Bride herself in her marriage union with her 
Divine Spouse ! This perfect consumma- 
tion, the joining together of twain into one 
Body and Spirit, so that they become the one 
Person' of Christ, and are called by that 

» S. Aug., in Ps. cii. ; (Sept. c. i.) Scrm. i. § 2. 
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one Name^, is ratified and completed for us, 
according to the unanimous doctrine of the 
Fathers and our own great Divines, in the 
Christian Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
whereby, in the language of our Church, 
we are assured ^^that we are very mem- 
bers incorporate in the mystical body of 
Christ;" for so it is written (1 Cor. x, 17), 
" We being many are one bread and one hody^ 
for we are all partakers of that one bread ;" 
and, again (Eph. v. 29, 30), ^^ No man ever 
yet hated his own flesh, but loveth it and 
cherisheth it even as the Lord the Church : 
for we are members of His body, of His flesh, 
and of His bones." So in the Apocalypse 
(xxi. 9), the Church is called "the Bride, 
the Lamb's wife," thereby identifying her 
marriage union with her Paschal and Eucha- 
ristic feast. This our unity, not of will only, 
but of nature and substance, with Christ is 
set forth in the Communion Ofiice of the 
Church of England as the great benefit of a 

« 1 Cor. xii. 12. 
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worthy reception of that Holy Sacrament: 
^^ ITien we dwell in Christy and Christ in us; 

WE ARE ONE WITH ChBIST, AND ChBIST WITH 

US." Andy a^ain^ before participation we are 
taught to pray ^^ that we may so eat the Flesh 
of Thy dear Son Jesus Christy and drink His 
Bloodf that our sinful bodies may be made clean 
by His Body^ and owr souls washed through 
His most precious Bloody and that we may ever- 
more dwell in Him and He in us ;" and in the 
Prayer of Consecration, " That we^ receiving 
these Thy creatures of bread and wine accord- 
ing to Thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's 
holy institution, in remembrance of EQs death 
and passion, may be partakers of His most 
blessed Body and BloodP Accordingly, after 
consecration, the words of administration are, 
" The Body of our Lord Jesus Christy which 
was given for theSy preserve thy body and soul 
unto everlasting life;^ and so of the cup: 
" The Blood of ov/r Lord Jesus Christy which 
was shed for thecy preserve iky body and soul 
unto everlasting life^ The Church Cate- 
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chism, also^ has ta\ight us from childhood, 
that " the Body and Blood of Christ are verily 
and indeed taken and received by the faithful 
in the Lord's Supper." 

By the common consent of the Fathers, 
the marriage suppers mentioned in this Song 
also denote that Holy Feast and Sacrament, 
which the same Communion Office calls ^^ a 
heavenly feast," " the banquet of that most 
heavenly food," and "so Divine and com- 
fortable a thing to them who receive it 
worthily, and so dangerous to them that will 
presume to receive it unworthily." 

The twenty-eighth Article of the Church 
of England, <<0f the Lord's Supper," in 
harmony with her Divine offices, also affirms 
that "to such as rightly, worthily, and with 
faith receive the same, the bread, which we 
break, is a partaking of the Body of Christ, 
and, likewise, the cup of blessing is a partake 
ing of the Blood of Christ^ 

The Book of Homilies (which the thirty- 
fifth Article declares to contain "a godly 
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and wholesome doctrine") teaches the same 
truths in these words : " Thus much we 
must be sure to hold, that in the Supper 
of the Lord there is no vain ceremony, no 
bare sign, no untrue Jlgure of a thing absent ; 
but (as the Scripture saith) the table of the 
Lord, the bread and cup of the Lord, the 
memory of Christ, the annunciation of His 
death, yea^ the communion of the Body and 
Blood of the Lord in a marvelloits mcorpora-- 
timy which, by the operation of the Holy 
Ghost (the very bond of our conjunction with 
Christ), is through faith wrought in the souls 
of the faithful, whereby not only their souls 
live to eternal life^ but they surely trust to win 
their bodies a resurrection to immortality. The 
true understanding of this fruition and union 
which is betwixt the Body and the Heady betwixt 
the true believers and Christ, the ancient Ca- 
tholic Fathers, both perceiving themselves and 
conmiending to their people, were not afraid 
to call this Supper, some of them, the salve of 
immortality and sovereign perserv^ative against 
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death ; other, a deifical communion ; other, 
the sweet dainties of our Saviour, the pledge 
of eternal health, the defence of faith, the 
hope of the resurrection; other, the food 
of immortality, the healthful grace, and the 
conservatory to everlasting life. All which 
sayings, both of the Holy Scripture and godly 
men, truly attributed to this celestial banquet 
and feast, if we would often call to mind, O 
how would they inflame our hearts to desire 
the participation of these mysteries, and 
oftentimes to covet after this bread, con- 
tinually to thirst for this food I — ^Thus we see, 
beloved, that resorting to this table, we must 
pluck up all the roots of infidelity, all distrust . 
in God's promises, that we make ourselves 
living members of Chrises Body. For the 
unbelievers and faithless cannot feed upon 
that precious Body; whereas the faithful have 
their life abiding in Him, their unioriy and as 
it were their incorporation with Him. — Dost 
thou neither fear God, the Maker of this feast, 
nor reverence His Christy the refection and 

B 
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meaty nor regard His Spouse^ His well-beloved 
guest ?" 

These few remarks, together with an ex- 
cellent "Introduction" from the writings 
of St. Athanasius, and Notes from the Com- 
mentary of Theodoret, Bishop of Cyrus in 
the fifth century, of which a modem au- 
thors says, "Of all the patristic commentaries 
on the Song those of Theodoret are the most 
valuable," may, it is hoped, through God's 
blessing, form a clue to the right understand- 
ing of this Divine and mysterious Poem by 
the devout reader. 

» Thrupp on " The Song of Songs." 



INTRODUCTION 



THE SONG OF SONGS, 

Being an Extract from " The Synopsis of Holy Scrytture\** 
by St, Athanaaius the Great,. 



This Book was written by Solomon, and is 
composed throughout from beginning to end 
mystically, by way of enigmatical allegory, 
for the meaning of its doctrines is not open, 
but hid. Nevertheless, if diligently sought 
after, it is found ; wherefore it becomes those, 
who have understanding, to address them- 
selves to the whole of this book as to an 
allegory, lest, through the ignorance of the 

> This Treatise is placed among the dabions Writings 
of St. Athanasins in the Bene(&ctine Edition, but is 
reckoned by Da Pin as genoine. 
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unleamedj the things spoken in it fall into 
contempt. 

It is called the Song of Songs, because it 
comes after other songs, but after it no other 
is to be expected; by other, I mean not 
book, but things signified in the book. 
What I say is this> All Divine Scripture 
prophesies of the descent of the Word to us, 
and of His coming in the Flesh. For this 
is the will of God ; and in the Prophets, and 
in all Holy Scripture, this is primarily set 
forth. But to that Divine theme they add 
discourses concerning the nations, Babylon, 
Damascus, Moab, and others ; and in every 
part of Scripture they rebuke sinners, and 
the wicked are urged to repentance, and are 
threatened with the future judgment of fire. 
Other Scriptures, indeed, foretell : as Moses, 
" A prophet shall the Lord your God raise 
up unto you of your brethren, like unto 
me*;" and Isaiah, "Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and shall bring forth a son^;" and 

* Deut xviii. 15. a Isa. vii. 14. 
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Micah, "And it shall come to pass in the 
last days, that the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be exalted to the top of the 
mountains*;" and , others prophesied in 
divers manners, according to the grace of 
the Spirit. But from all which they spake, 
the Lord, Whom they foretold, was expected. 
Thus many predicted Him, and until He 
came ceased not to prophesy of. Him. And 
these all are songs. But the Song of Songs 
is not as a prophecy or sign; but Him, 
Whom others foretold, it shows, as it were, 
to be already come, and to have taken Flesh ; 
wherefore, as on the marriage of the Word 
and Flesh, the Song of Songs sings the 
Epithalamium. The other Scriptures, in- 
deed, speak of the Saviour, and meanwhile 
discom'se of various things ; but this Book 
sings only the marriage of the Word and 
Flesh. Wherefore in other Scriptures are 
found words of indignation and wrath, and 
terrible threats ; but this Book, since it signi- 

* Micah iv. 1. 
B 2 
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fies nothing else but the appearance of the 
Word, breathes only sweetness, joy, and 
cheerfulness. For when the Bridegroom is 
come, it behoves all to rejoice, and none to 
mourn, as the Lord said. For when He 
came He bare our infirmities, and turned our 
sorrows into joy. As, therefore, after the 
Dispensation of the Saviour, we expect no 
other prophet, so after the things treated of 
in the Song of Songs, is there nothing else 
signifying what is later to be expected. And 
the things allegorized in this Song are found 
spoken at intervals in the Prophets and 
other Scriptures. Again, as John pointed 
to the Lamb of God, and the Law and the 
Prophets are until John, so the things which 
are signified in the Song of Songs are the 
completion of all that is contained in all Holy 
Scripture. For what is to be expected after 
the Advent of Christ but judgment and re- 
tribution? Therefore, they who bring in 
Prophets after the Lord are deceived and 
Condemned as heretics. For which cause it 
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is " the Song of Songs," in that after it no 
other is to be expected. And as under the 
Law there was the Holy Place, and then 
the Holy of Holies, but after the Holy of 
Holies no other place within ; so after other 
songs is the Song of Songs, and after the 
Song of Songs is not to be expected any 
further or later promise : for the Word was 
once made Flesh, and finished the work. 
And this whole Book is full of Dialogues 
between the ancient people and the Word, 
and the whole human race and the Word, 
and the Church from among the Gentiles and 
Him — and again, between the Word and her, 
and the whole human race — ^then between 
the Gentiles and Jerusalem, and between 
Jerusalem and the Word, concerning the 
called from among the Gentiles and herself. 
Afterwards is the preaching by ministering 
angels to those who are called among men. 
These, therefore, are the words of the ancient 
people entreating Him to come down and be 
joined to Flesh : " Let Him kiss me with 
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the kisses of His mouth, for Thy breasts 5 are 
better than wine;" and again, they invite 
Him in these words : ^^ Things new and old 
have I laid up for Thee, my Beloved." 
And, generally, all is to the Word, that He 
would assume our Flesh : " Oh, that Thou 
wert as my Brother, that sucked the breasts 
of my Mother; when I should find Thee 
without I would kiss Thee, yea, I should not 
be despised. I would lead Thee, and bring 
Thee unto my Mother's house, and into the 
chamber of her that conceived me." For 
they prayed Him that He would take flesh 
not of another, but of that very womb of 
which we were bom, although not as our- 
selves of man and woman. For, as Creator, 
He took to Himself from the Virgin only, 
but yet of human nature, for of that nature 
was Mary, the Mother of God. And this is 
the language of the Word now assuming 
flesh unto those who desired Him : " I am 
come into thy garden. My Sister, My Spouse; 

* LXX. 
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I have gathered My myrrh with My spice, 
I have eaten My bread with My honey, I 
have drunk My wine with My milk." For 
having entered into His own garden, the 
creature. He took to Himself a body of the 
Virgin, and was made Man. For the body 
was mortal, but joined to the sweet savour 
of the Most Holy Word. And although, as 
man. He admitted the food of milk into His 
body, yet He imparted to it the wine of His 
own perfection. For as He partook of milk, 
so of Himself He wrought the work of 
Divinity. Then the Word, having clothed 
Himself with a body, calls to His ancient 
people, as those to whom were first committed 
the Oracles, in these words : " Rise up. My 
Love, My Fair One, My Dove ; for, lo, the 
winter is past, the rain is over and gone, 
and the flowers -appear in the earth; the 
pruning-time is come, and the voice of the 
turtle is heard in our land; the fig-tree 
putteth forth her green figs, the vines yield 
their fruit." For thus He instructs His 
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first people as having received temporarily 
the shadow of the law, and as knowing the 
voice of the turtle. Then the Word, having 
called to Jerusalem, afterwards calls to those 
of the Gentiles (for there is one Lord, both 
of Jews and Gentiles) : " Come with Me from 
Lebanon, My Spouse, with Me from Lebanon; 
look from the top of Senir and Hermon, from 
the lions' dens, from the mountains of the 
leopards." For from idolatry and the fierce 
manners of wild beasts. He calls her to 
Faith : she, therefore, being called from the 
Gentiles, and now filled with compunction, 
says thus to the Word : " Tell me. Thou, 
Whom my soul loveth, where Thou f eedest, 
where Thou makest Thy flock to rest at 
noon; for why should I be as one that 
tumeth aside by the flocks of Thy com- 
panions?" For, having learnt by expe- 
rience how prone she was to changes, she 
desires to be confirmed and strengthened 
for the future, lest she should suffer the like 
again. And the Word, being called upon, 
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teacheth her in these words : " If thou 
knowest not thyself*, O thou fairest among 
women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of 
the flock, and feed thy kids beside the 
shepherds' tents." For none can know 
God, unless he first knows himself. For 
piety towards God is the first principle of 
knowledge ; but it is not a knowledge from 
without, but the understanding of the soul 
herself, joined with faith. Jerusalem, be- 
holding the calling of the Gentiles through 
the uncircumcision of faith, exclaims witK 
wonder: **What see ye in the Shulamite, 
who comes as a band of singers from the 
camp?7" For not from one, but every 
nation, do they come ; and leaving their own 
camps, and breaking their swords, occupy 
their thoughts henceforth in the things of 
peace. And the Church of the Gentiles, be- 
holding Jerusalem as reproaching her, de- 
fends herself, that not in vain is her calling : 
** I am black, but comely, O daughters of 
Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the cur- 

• LXX. ' LXX. 
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tains of Solomon. Look not upon me, because 
I am black, because the sun hath looked upon 
me. My mother^s cliildren fought against 
me ; they made me keeper of the vineyards ; 
but mine own vineyard have I not kept." I 
am black, yet am under the sun itself ; for, 
althoiigh I am uncircumcised, she says, yet 
have I renounced idols, and -am come out 
from my mother^s house, as did Abraham ; 
for I am of the same faith. Wherefore, I 
entreat you, bring me to the house of wine, 
set love over me : comfort me with oint- 
ments, heap me up citrons, for I am wounded 
with love^. Regard not my uncircumcision, 
but receive me in love, O Law and Prophets. 
For, although I cast forth an ill scent from 
cruelty, yet do thou instruct me, and 
strengthen with thy sweet savour, for I am 
wounded with love. Therefore "I adjure you, 
O daughters of Jerusalem, among the herds 
and powers of the field, that ye stir not up 
nor awaken Love until He please." I adjure 
you, O fathers, not by the powers, for that is 
« LXX. 
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unlawful, but among the powers of Paradise, 
that looking to Him, as unto Adam, ye 
would so receive me ; for there was then 
no circumcision, and now the state of Adam 
is renewed. The Word, beholding and 
accepting the faith of the Gentiles, saith, 
" Thou art beautiful, O My Love, as Tirzah, 
comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army 
with banners."* For they, who are of the 
Gentiles, must not be otherwise than as 
Jerusalem, that they may be one people. 
And this is done when we both honour the 
Law and believe in Christ. For there is one 
God, both of the Law and the Gospel ; and 
he who is not as Jerusalem, is not the friend 
of the Word. Jerusalem, beholding the 
faith of her children, and the love of the 
Word towards man, says, "I went down 
into the garden of nuts, to see the fruits of 
the valley, and to see whether the vine 
flourished and the pomegranates budded: 
or ever I was aware, my soul made me like 
the chariots of Amminadib." "Into the 
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garden of nuts," that is, into the Scriptures ; 
which are as nuts, hard without and spiri- 
tual within. I saw that I must be yoked, 
as in a chariot, to the called of the Gentiles. 
Therefore, when both people are joined, then 
is the preaching sent forth to all the world, 
and its ministers are the angels, saying, 
" Go forth, and behold Bang Solomon with 
the crown, wherewith his mother crowned 
him, in the day of his espousals, and in the 
day of the gladness of his heart." For he 
who goes forth from wickedness shall see the 
immutable oneness of the Word and Flesh. 
For when the espousals of the Word were 
made with us through His union with the 
Flesh, then He obtained the victory over 
death, for which cause all things are filled 
with joy. 

Such are some of the dialogues in this 
Song of Songs, from which any one may 
take example, and be able to adapt like parts 
in like manner, according to his under- 
standing. 
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CONCERNING THE TITLE OF THE 
SONG OF SONGS. 



THEODORET, BISHOP OF CYRUS. 



Since in reliance on Divine Grace we have 
presumed to undertake the exposition of this 
Book, let u3 first of all examine the Title and 
elucidate it : The Song of Songsy which is 
Solomon^s, Let us consider why the wise 
Solomon designated it not a Song, but ^^ the 
Song of Songs," for that nothing superfluous 
or in vain is spoken under the energy of the 
Divine Spirit is acknowledged by every right- 
thinking and godly man. Which being so, 
we will investigate the reason why this Book 
is called ^Hhe Song of Songs," and not a 
Song. We find, indeed, many songs, psalms, 
hymns, and odes spoken and written by the 
blessed David, and by the Prophets who 
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fies nothing else but the appearance of the 
Word, breathes only sweetness, joy, and 
cheerfulness. For when the Bridegroom is 
come, it behoves all to rejoice, and none to 
mourn, as the Lord said. For when He 
came He bare our infirmities, and turned our 
sorrows into joy. As, therefore, after the 
Dispensation of the Saviour, we expect no 
other prophet, so after the things treated of 
in the Song of Songs, is there nothing else 
signifying what is later to be expected. And 
the things allegorized in this Song are found 
spoken at intervals in the Prophets and 
other Scriptures. Again, as John pointed 
to the Lamb of God, and the Law and the 
Prophets are until John, so the things which 
are signified in the Song of Songs are the 
completion of all that is contained in all Holy 
Scripture. For what is to be expected after 
the Advent of Christ but judgment and re- 
tribution? Therefore, they who bring in 
Prophets after the Lord are deceived and 
Condemned as heretics. For which cause it 
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is " the Song of Songs/' in that after it no 
other is to be expected. And as under the 
Law there was the Holy Place, and then 
the Holy of Holies, but after the Holy of 
Holies no other place within ; so after other 
songs is the Song of Songs, and after the 
Song of Songs is not to be expected any 
further or later promise : for the Word was 
once made Flesh, and finished the work, 
And this whole Book is full of Dialogues 
between the ancient people and the Word, 
and the whole human race and the Word, 
and the Church from among the Gentiles and 
Him — and again, between the Word and her, 
and the whole human race — ^then between 
the Gentiles and Jerusalem, and between 
Jerusalem and the Word, concerning the 
called from among the Gentiles and herself. 
Afterwards is the preaching by ministering 
angels to those who are called among men. 
These, therefore, are the words of the ancient 
people entreating Him to come down and be 
joined to Flesh : " Let Him kiss me with 
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for the deliverance of captives. But the 
Song of Songs describes His marriage and 
His love to the Bride. Them He designates 
the Bride in these songs, who have been de- 
livered from captivity, and have obtained 
freedom, and conciliated the favour of the 
King, and have an unfailing memory of His 
benefits, and who manifest a great affection 
and love towards Him, and continually fol- 
low Him; yea, and also the Powers above, 
who enquire *^ Who is the King of Glory t" 
desiring to be joined with Him, and not en- 
during to be separated for a moment of the 
day from Him Who preserves them. For 
this cause is this Book called "the Song of 
Songs," that phrase signifying that those 
songs were made for this song, and that they 
lead unto it. For this is the chief of bene- 
fits, the completion of the Divine philan- 
thropy, the ineffable goodness, immeasurable 
mercy, incomprehensible compassion, inex- 
pressible love, that the Maker, and Framer, 
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and Author, and Lord, and God, and Buler, 
Who is always the same, should undertake 
not only to deliver from death and the 
tyranny of the devil this creature of clay, 
and subject to suffering, and corruptible^ and 
senseless, and worthless, but to bestow upon 
it liberty ; and not only to pronounce us f reei 
but to constitute us sons ; and not only to 
give us the gift of adoption, but to designate 
and make us His Bride, and that she should 
be closely united to the Bridegroom, and to 
offer innumerable bridal gifts, and to prepare 
the marriage-<;hamber and bed, and to clothe 
her being naked, and to become to her 
apparel, and meat, and drink, and the way, 
and a shield, and Ufe, and light, and the 
resurrection. But I strive to reckon the 
sand and the drops of rain, and to measure 
the sea in a basin, while venturing to re- 
count the acts of Divine goodness towards 
man. For this cause is this Book styled 
"the Song of Songs," as teaching us the 
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highest forms of the goodness of God, and 
the most inward and secret things, and re- 
vealing to us the most holy mysteries of the 
Divine philanthropy. 
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SONG OF SONGS, 

WITH NOTES FROM THE COMMENTARY OF 
THEODORET. 



1. 



THE SONG or SONGS. 



Chap. I. ThE SoNG OF SONGS, 



[IB 

Solomon's. 



Bride. 
2. O tliat at length with kisses sweet 

From His own lips He would me greet — 

Such kisses give to me ^ I 
For better are those breasts' of Thine, 
Than richest juice from clustered vine. 
To fill the heart with glee ; 
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> The Bride says this, entreating the Father of the 
Bridegroom. For she had Heard the promises made to 
the Patriarch Abraham, and what was foretold to Jacob 
in blessings. She had also heard the great Moses prophe- 
sying of Him, and the Psalms describing His beauty and 
power. She had learnt that the same, Who was Gk>d, 
and the Son before all worlds, was beautiful and comely 
(Ps. xlv. 3-8). Having been taught therefore the Bride- 
groom^s beauty, strength, prowess, riches, kingdom, and 
power which He has over all, eternal, incorruptible, and 
endless, she desires to see Him, to rush into His embrace, 
and to give Him spiritual kisses. Let not, however, any 
of those who grovel on the ground, and cleave to the 
earth, be amazed at the mention of kisses. But let him 
consider how at the sacramental time, when we receive 
the members of the Bridegroom, we kiss and embrace 
Him, and by our eyes place them in our hearts, and repre- 
sent, as it were, a nuptial embrace, and think ourselves 
to be with Him, and to embrace Him, and to kiss Him, 
« love casting out fear," according to Holy Scripture. 
The Bride therefore desires to be kissed by the Bride- 
groom Himself, almost using these words to the Father : 
" Send me Thine Ooly-begotten Son, O Lord and Father 
(for Thou lovest the name of Father more than that of 
Lord) : too long have I been waiting for Him, too long 
have I been desiring Him. I am tired with receiving His 
letters by Patriarchs, Lawgivers, and Prophets. I can no 
longer endure the flame of love. It is a burning fire, 
scorching up my entrails. He promised me by all the 
Prophets that He would come, and hitherto has not willed 
to perform His promises. I know not why He delays, 
why He disregards me, longing for Him." Comp. Hos. iL 
19, 20. 

* LXX. Yulg. Ar. iEth. Which contain those foun- 
tains of doctrine, from whence flow streams adapted to 
every period of growth, and these breasts she professes to 
love above all human joy, which is figuratively called 
imne, *Hhat maketh glad the heart of man." Comp. 
Prov. viil 11. 
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And of Thine ointments^, tempered weU, 
Beyond all spicery the smell* ; 

As precious oil poured out*, 
So sweet Thy Name* I Therefore have Thee 
The youthful Virgin-company* 

Dearly to love been brought. 



4. Draw me, we after Thee will speed* ! 
Me to His chambers^ now doth lead 

The King ! we will delight, 
And joy in Thee* ; and love Thy breasts^ 
More than the wine of mirthful feasts ; 

Love Thee do all upright I 



u 
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» Coxnp. 1 Cor. xiL 8-10. 

s LXX. Ar. Oomp. Ps. xly. 8. Eoclus. xxiy. 15, &c. 
2 Oor. ii. 15. 

• For those many and various streams (she says), which 
fill the -whole world with sweet odour, have one channel 
and foimtain, Thine oil. *^For in Him dwelleth all the 
fuhiess of the Godhead'* (Col. ii. 9), and He, as Man, has 
received all the gifts of the Spirit. Wherefore Isaiah 
exclaims (xi. 1, 2), " There shall come forth a rod out of 
the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow oat of His 
roots. And the Spirit of the Lobd shall rest upon 
Him,*' Ac. 

• Forthe very mention of Christ, as it were, is sufficient 
to anoint and fill with sweet savour the souls of the godly. 
See Appendix, for St. Bernard on these words. 

' Msetythg, LXX., young and vigorous souls, attracted 
by Thy love. 

• Souls who are endued with a youthful and active 
sense, fleeing a luxurious, soft, and indolent life, and pre- 
ferring labour to pleasure, run after the Bridegroom, 
being charmed and attracted by the sweet smell of the 
ointment, and held, as it were, by an indescribable bond. 
Gomp. Hos. xi. 4. John xii. 82. 

' That is. He hath revealed to me His secret counsels — 
He hath made known to me the mystery, that hath been 
hid from ages and from generations. See Isa. zlv. 3. 
Matt. xiii. 11. 1 Oor. ii. 9. 

• Ps. ix. 2. Rev. xix. 7. 

• LXX. Vulg. Ar. iEth. 
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5. Black, but yet beautiful I am, 
Ye daughters of Jerusalem^, — 

Once as those tents, the sun' 
Hath scorched in Kedar's deserts bare, 
But now as the pavilions fair 

Of princely Solomon. 

6. Then look not, that I black have been — 
That me the burning sun hath seen : 

Mj brethren 'gainst me fought'; 
Over the vineyards made they me 
A keeper* ; whence, regardlessly, 

Mine own vine kept I not^. 
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1 This appears to be addressed to those who gloried in 
the Law and exalted themselves under the Old Coyenant, 
being haughty, and despising her, not only because she 
was an alien, bat because of her former superstition, from 
whence she had contracted a black colour. To them, 
therefore, she says, I confess that I am black, yet am I 
comely ; once was I blind, but now I see ; clothed with old 
rags, but now inyested with golden apparel of yarious 
colours, haying attained to royal dignity, and set by the 
King, thrusting out thee, who raged against the King, 
and deliyered Him to death, and polluted thy bed with a 
multitude of adulterers. Reproach me not, therefore, for 
the blackness of my skin, nor bring before me former 
eyils ; for I confess that I am black, yet am I beautiful 
and well-pleasing to the Bridegroom. Gomp. Num. xii. 1, 
&c. 

^ I was black whdn I seryed the creature more than 
the Creator, and worshipped that yisible sun rather than 
the Sun of Righteousness ; but I haye seen the difference 
between the one and the other, and haye left the creature 
and worshipped the Creator. Regard not, therefore, that 
I haye been black, that the sun hath looked on me. 

* That is, in the contest which the Apostles waged 
against idolatry and all ungodliness. Comp. Acts yii. 5L 

* They delivered to me as vineyards the Divine com- 
mandments, and prescribed that I should not only culti- 
vate and labour in them, but also keep them, lest any evil 
beast should spoil the fruit. 

* My former vineyard, which I cultivated before the 
Christian Faith, and had been delivered to me from my 
fathers, have I left uncared for and improtected, so that 
lormer customs might altogether decay, and be forgotten 
to be handed down. 
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7. Tell me, Thou, Whom my soul doth love, 
Where Thou dost feed,r— whither remove 

For rest, at noon's full tide ; 
Lest I become as one that strays 
By Thy companions' flocks, whose ways 

Turn treacherously aside^. 

BBmEGBOOlf. 

8. If thine own self thou dost not know', 
Most beautiful of women thou, 

Go thy way forth, where'er 
The footsteps of the flock shall guide, 
And still the shepherds' tents beside 

To feed thy kids repair'. 

9. Unto a steed, well-yoked for Me* 
In Pharaoh's chariot*, I thee 

Will, O My Love, compare ; 
10. Comely thy cheeks*^ with dove-like grace% 
Thy neck encircled with a lace, 

All strung with gems most rare ! 
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1 Well does the Bride inquire at noon wEere the Bride- 
groom dwells, since when the light of knowledge is 
strongest, heresies spring up, having the name of Chris- 
tianity, hut void of the truth. Therefore she most anxi- 
ously seeks to leam the ahode of the Bridegroom, where 
at noontide He makes His flock to lie down, lest she should 
fall among the flocks of those who call themselves His 
companions, but are His enemies, the false Ohrists, false 
apostles, and false brethren. Matt. xxiv. 11. 2 Cor. zi. 
13, 26. 

' E«y fAti yv^g vixvTviP, LXX., and all the Ancient 
Versions. 

' Looking to thyself, and considering well what accords 
with thee, for thou art beautiful, yea, the fairest of all 
women, know those that are like thee. Butif thouknowest 
not thyself, trace the footsteps of the flock, examine the 
lives of the saints before thee, and in the tents of those 
shepherds, that is, in the Apostolical churches, feed thy 
kids. 

* Tfi I'je'x^ fAov, LXX. 

* Figuratively here He intends by Pharaoh the perse- 
cutor of our nature, our wicked and common enemy; 
whom, like to Pharaoh, He drowned in the sacred waters 
of Baptism. Therefore He says, My steed, which I used 
when I plunged into the sea the chariots of Pharaoh, and 
■et thee at liberty. For He took on Him the form of a 
servant, when He emptied Himself that He might pro- 
cure the salvation of ue whole human race. 

* The Church, consisting of many men and women, 
has some who are named cheeks, some eyes, some ears, 
some a mouth, some hands, and some feet. Comp. Prov. 
i. 8, 9. Ezek. xvi 11, 12, 13. Eccles. vi. 80, 81. 

' LXX. 
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FBIBNDS OF THE BBIDBQBOOX. 

11. We ornaments will make for thee 
Which likened unto gold may be^y 

In beads of silver bound, 

12. Until in rest reclines the Eong. 
Mj spikenard doth its savour fling — 

Bich perfume shed around ; 

13. A bundle of sweet myrrh to me 
Is my Beloved, all night long He 

Between my breasts shall lie ; 

14. To Cyprus-branch, round which the vine 
Of Engedee its arms doth twine, 

So Him compare will I * ! 
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> LXX. They seem to signify here the tune hef ore the 
Advent of the Lord Ohrist, and they comfort the Bride 
saying, All the time nntil the resorrection of the King 
fre will he with thee, and will adorn thee with every pos- 
sihle ornament, nor will we leave thee nntil He rise again, 
but will offer to thee likenesses of gold and stnds of silver. 
And suitably, they say that which is Uke gold, and not 
gold itself, since greater are the g^ifts of the Bridegroom 
than those of His ministers, which have not equal honour. 
Therefore we bestow greater honour on the Holy Evan- 
gelists, although we reverence the Law and the Ftophets, 
and the writings of the Holy Apostles. 

' For I call Him by many names, being overwhelmed 
with the sweet fragrance of His ointment^ and cannot use 
one only, for the power of His sweetness defies all expres- 
sion ; but, being overcome with His love, I call Mm spike- 
nard, and a bundle of myrrh (myrrh signifying the death 
of the Bridegroom and the sweet savour thence brought 
to the Bride), and a cypms-branch, and. a vine ; for thai 
vine, when it blossoms^ is odoriferous.. 
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BSIDEOBOOlf. 

15. Lo, fair, My Love, all fair art thou ; 

Thine eyes chaste as a dove's^ ! — [bbidb.] And, lo, 

Beauteous^ art Thou and sweet, 
Beloved One ! and our bed to shade', 
Our mansion's beams of cedar made. 

The roof with cypress* set. 
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1 For in the form of a dove the Holy Ghost descended 
and abode on the Bridegroom. Therefore He calls her 
eyes dove\ that is, spiritual, full of Divine grace, free 
from darkness, ^ with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, and changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord," 
and able to say, " God hath revealed to us by His Spirit." 

' Hitherto she had continued amazed at the fragrance 
of the Brideg^room, but now she is astounded at His beauty, 
her eyes being eidightenad and made spiritual, so as to 
be called dove^s. 

* By the bed, He appears to intend Holy Scripture, in 
which the Bridegroom and Bride reposing have spiritual 
intercommunion. Moreover He calls the bed shaded^ as 
succoured by the grace of the Spirit, protecting it from 
the burning heat of sin ; for what the cloud was to Israel, 
such is the help of the Spirit to us. 

* He has selected these kinds of trees, because the cedar 
is incorruptible and the cypress sweet-smelling, and both 
are found in Holy Scripture ; which is to be not only a 
bed, but a house, and table, and food, and not only affords 
sweet savour, but promises that which is incorruptible, 
impassible, and immortal. 
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BBXDBGBOOIL 

^^' 1. I am the rose-bud^ of the field, 

Whose opening beauty is revealed, — 
The Hly of the vale*: 
2. As lily amidst brambles' grown, 

My Love's among the daughters known, 
So far surpassing all ! 

BBIDE. 

8. As citron-tree amidst the grove^. 
So 'mong the sons is He I love ; 

Beneath His shade at rest 
I sat, where I had longed to be ; 
And the rich fruit of that fair tree 

Was sweet unto my taste*. 
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> "The Hebrew word is a componnd of two others, which 
Bignify to hide and to shade. Accordingly Aqnila appears 
to have rendered it with great accuracy by KethvjrreMFtgf 
which properly denotes a rose -blossom not folly opened, 
from xM'Kv%r6it to Aide." — Parkhurst. 

' Thon beholdest, He says, My hnman beauty, for ** no 
man hath seen Gk)d at any time." I am made itiQ flower 
ofthefleldt that is, I have assumed an earthly body, and 
have sprouted from the earth, Who am before all worlds, 
and Most High, yea, and Incomprehensible. I was made 
the Uhf^ not of the momitains, nor of the hills, nor merely 
of the plains, bnt of the valleys. For He not only preached 
salvation to the living, but resurrection to the dead, ** de- 
scending into the lower part-s of the earth, that He might 
fill all things." Therefore He calls Himself the flower of 
the field, cmd the Hly of the vdUey^ that is, of the dead, 
for to them He both promised and procured a return to 
life. 

' He appears here to call the Churches of the heretics 
daughters^ by reason of their calling, but not of tiieir 
election ; and them He likens to thorns, but her to an 
odoriferous lily. 

* Great is the difference between the citron-tree and 
the Uly^ for this delights the sight and smell only, but the 
citron-tree affords pleasure to the sight, and smell, and 
taste, for it is good for food, and is eaten. Therefore the 
Bride is called the lily^ but the Bridegroom the citron-tree^ 
for He is eaten and made the food of the Bride, but she 
is not eaten, and has a sweet smeU only. 

' For sitting under His shade, I pluck the frtdt^ and 
partake of it. As the initiated bear witness, who delight 
in the members of the Bridegroom. Ps. xzxiv. 8. Rev. 
il7. 
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4. O bring me to the house of wine^, 
And teach me there the discipline 

Of Love's exacting lore^ ; 

5. Soothe me with ointments', and supply 
Citrons abundantly*, for I 

. By Love am stricken sore I 

6. His left hand 'neath my head He placed, 
And gently with His right embraced: 

7. Tou, Salem's daughters*, now 
Adjure I, 'mong the hinds and roes. 
Cease not to stir up from repose 

Love, while He wills it so^ ! 
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> LXX. Comp. Pa. xxxyI 8 and Izzxir. 1, 2. ProT. is. 
1,6. 

* ruioTt STT cfcs etyuTnup, LXX. Teach me the way 
of LoTe, that I love not father, or mother, or field, or 
yinejard, more than the Bridegroom, and appear unworthy 
of Him. Comp. Matt. x. 37 and Gen. ii. 24. 

•LXX. 

* Heap on me the fmits of the Bridegroom, tiiat, sitting 
under His shadow, scented with His ointment, and laden 
with His fruit, I may keep "BSa memory nnforgotten. 

* Those who love carnally endeayonr that they alone 
shall enjoy the objects of their love ; but those who love 
spiritually, and long after Gh>d, exhort all men to partake 
with them of the charm ; therefore the Bride does not 
endure that she alone should revel with the Bridegroom, 
nor think it enough that she alone should enjoy those holy 
embraces, but exhorts the Virgins, and not only exhorts, 
but compels, nay, lays on them the obligation of an oath, 
that they arouse, and stir tq> hve^ as long as the Bride- 
groom pleases. These she calls the daughters of Jerusa- 
lem, that 1b, of the heayenly. Ghd. iy. 26. 

* LXX. That is, suffer not the loye of God in you to 
sleep, but arouse and inflame it, and pour, as oil, upon it 
the memory of His benefits, and cease not this until the 
Bridegroom say. It is enough. 



E 
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8. Tis my Beloved's voice I hear^ ! 
Leaping the heights, lo, hastes He near, 

Bounding o'er hills^, like roe 

9. Or kid ; behind our wall He stays, 
Glancing the windows through ; His gaze 

The lattice-gratings show' I 

10. Spake to me my Beloved, and said : 

" Arise, My Love, My Fair One, speed ; 
" Come forth, no longer stay; 

11. " For, lo, the winter now is o'er*, 

'^ The rain descends on earth no more, 
And hinders not the way. 

12. " The flowers* have in our land appeared, 
<' The pruning-time is come^ and heard 

The turtle's voice is there^ ; 

13. " The fig-tree buds begin to swell, 

<' The vine's first blossoms yield their smeU* ; 
'< Rise, come, My Love, most fair ! 
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> AccuBtomed to His DiTine words, she recognizes His 
voice (John x. 27), and taking no rest, she rises, and ^ 
obseryes, and looks around, and seeing Him, exclaims : ^ 
Behold^ He comes, ffc. 

> The Bride here teaches the putting down of idols, 
which was effected by the Bridegroom, for by mountains 
and hills she intends the groves and sacred precincts of 
demons, which were formerly on mountains, over which 
leaping and bounding by the wisdom of words and the 
power of miracles. He gets the better of them and causes 
them altogether to vanish away. 

s He has not yet entered into the chambers, but stand- 
ing behind the wall looks in through the windows. The 
sehses she calls windows, for, as through the windows of 
the senses, things good and bad flow in and out of the 
soul. But let us inquire, how the Bridegroom looks 
through the windows, that is, through our senses. When 
meditating in the law of the Lord day and night, we 
delight ourselves in the Divine words, and with com- 
punction and knowledge give heed unto the things that 
are written, we open our windows and welcome the face 
of the Bridegroom. And when we diligently listen to 
others reading the Divine Oracles, and discoursing con- 
cerning God, again the Bridegroom looks at us through 
other windows, and shows us His own beauty. 

< He calls the time before His Advent winters and the 
spring, after His Advent ; and the height of summer, the 
age to come. Therefore He says, the winter is passed, 
and the rain, the threatenings of the law and the heavy 
punishmenta of sina. 

• Observe the accuracy of the words. He says not, 
fruit> but flowers, for the perfection of good things is 
reserved for the worthy in the age to come. 

• All the Ancient Versions. Comp. John xv. 2. 
' The teaching of the Holy Spirit. 

• The first-fruiti of faith. 
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14. " My Dove^, who in the rockj cell,— • 
"In hidings of the cliffy dost dwell, 

" O let thj face appear, 
"And in Mine ears thj voice be heard; 
" For sweet to Me thine every word, 

" Thy countenance most dear' I" 

BBIDBaBOOlC. 

15. Take us the little foxes hence^, 

Lest they destroy our vineyard's fence. 
For flowers the vines now yield. 
BBmE. 16. For me is my Beloved alone, 

And I am His*, Who feeds His own 
'MoDg lilies* of the field ; 

17. Till breathe the bright, unclouded day, 
And every shadow flee away'; 

Turn then, and at the mom 
Like to a kid do Thou appear, 
O my Beloved, or nimblest deer, 

O'er Bether's mountains bome^ ! 
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> He calls the boqI which is perfect in virtae a dove, 
that is, spiritual and filled with the Holy Ghost. 

* By the rock He intends a godly faith and true confes- 
sion. Comp. Matt. ztL 16. 

s For I recognize My beauty in thee, and hear thy 
Toice, adorned with My words. 

* The Bridegroom here addresses His serrants. By the 
Utile foxts He typifies heretics, who assault the sonls that 
are in the Chnnsh, and craftily and deoeitf ally seek to 
steal away those who are not firm in the faith. For these, 
by the plausibility of their words, and the snares and 
Intricacies of their arguments, deceiving the simpler 
sort, ipoil the vines. Wherefore He exhorts those who 
baye received the gift of teaching to hunt after such, 
and catch them by the reproof of truth, and thus preserve 
the flowering vines from their mischief. 

• For since He has preferred me to all, so do I set Him 
above all, and endure not to be joined to another. I 
detest the mention kA faxes and their wickedness. For it 
is unnatural for me, who have been so loved and made 
worthy of such great things, not to make an equal return 
to Him Who loves me, according to the utmost of my 
power. Comp. 1 Cor. vl 18. Phil iii. 7, 8. GaL it 20. 
Bom.viil85. GaLviU. 

• He had already called Himself, after His human na- 
ture, the Uhfofthe valley and the Bride, the lily among 

' thorns; and here the very pasturage with which He feeds 
His flock is called UUes^ so full is it of sweetness. 

' Until approach that future bright and cloudless day, 
and all present things, which are the shadows of good 
things to come, disappear ; in which day the GK>od Shep- 
herd will make Hia flock lie down in eternal rest. 

Comp. eh. viii. 14. 
E 2 
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OAP. 1. I sought upon my couch by night 

Him, in Whom takes my soul delight ;-^ 
I sought, but found Him not^ ; 

2. Now will I rise, the city great 
Go through, in every open street 

My soul's Beloved search out. 

3. I sought, but found Him not I The guards 
Discovered me, the city* wards, 

Who nightly go their round : 
" Saw ye my soul's Beloved?" said I' ; 
When scarcely had I passed them by. 

My soul's Delight I found ; 
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1 Of tentimeB God, exercising the souls of the righteous, 
Buffers them to fall into divers temptations ; and at one 
time grants at their request deliverance, and at another 
delays the gift, contriving in all ways the profit of those 
who delight in Him. Comp. Ps. ziii. 1-^. 2 Cor. xii. 
7-9. 

* The Holy Angels found me, who guard and go about 
the city, of whom I inquired if they had beheld His 
nature, that they might teach it me. But because the 
nature of the Bridegroom is incomprehensible to them, 
therefore l^ey gave no answer to my inquiry, teaching 
me by their eolence that He could not be comprehended 
by them — ^the Uncreated by the creature ; and I passed 
from them, seeking Him whom I desired. But scarcely 
had I passed from them when I found Hjim whom my 
soul loved. / held Him. It was but a little that I had 
gone over in my mind the creature, and even the angelic 
nature, that I might find the Uncreated, my Beloved, as 
my Great WeU-doer, when I possessed Him by faith alone. 
For hastening over all things that are, and convinced by 
experience that He, Who is the cause of all, is above all, 
and is not seen substantially by any nature sensible or 
intelligent, being super-substantial, therefore passed I by 
tiXL things, seeking to bring into my house the Bridegroom 
much desired. 
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4. I held, and would not let Him go^, 
Until that I had brought Him to 

Mj Mother's house, and there 
Into the chamber I had led, 
Adotn^d with the marriage-bed 

By her, who did me bear*. 

5. Daughters of Salem, Virgin-train, 
Who follow, you I charge again,^- 

By oath adjure you still, 
'Mong the gazelles and woodland roes. 
Cease not to stir up from repose 

Love, while He so doth will*. 
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1 Goxnp. Gen. zxzii. 26. 

* I did not cease to seek my Beloved nntil I bronght 
Him to dwell in the mind, which is, as it were, the hmue 
of that Mother^ the Cause of all things, the Wisdom of 
God ; for, as containing the wisdom, it may be so likened ; 
and again into her aiamber, as haying, in a figure, the 
hidden treasures of this wisdom laid up in it Which 
Wisdom conceived me, as having a good will towards me, 
before the foundation of the world ; therefore for me she 
assumed a nature perfectly human, which is my all (ro 

Or, the second, third, and fourth yerses may be inter- 
preted thus : The city may mean the Church ; the streets 
and ways^ the Holy Scriptures ; the ketpers of the dty^ 
the holy Prophets and Apostles, of whom the pious soul 
inquires, seeking a Divine reiTponse, after whom she finds 
the Bridegroom, surrounded by attendants and guards ; 
and the Mother's house and chasnher may mean the heavenly 
Jerusalem, ** which is the Mother of us all." 

* She lays this oath agam on them, purporting to in- 
flame them with the love of the Bridegroom. See ch. ii. 7. 
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OOMPANIONB OF TBB BBIDB. 

6. Who now is this approaching near, 
That comes from out the desert drear^, 

Like smoke ascending high^; 
Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense', 
All powders sweet exhaling thence, 

Which merchants' stores supply ? 

7. The bed of Solomon* behold, 
Around it sixscore champions bold. 

Valiants of Israel ; 

8. All holding swords, in war expert. 
With falchion each on thigh begirt. 

Night- terrors to dispel '. 
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> As when beholding the Bridegroom, after the yictory 
over the deyil and the abolition of death, returning to 
heaven, they exclaim with amazement, ^^Who is this King 
of Glory?" and learn that it is ^^the Lord strong and 
mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle ;" and, desirous of 
learning it more perfectly, again inquire, "Who is this 
King of Glory?" and hear that "the Lord of Hosts, He is 
the King of Glory;" so now, amazed at the beauty of the 
Bride, 'they say, "Who is this that cometh out of the wil- 
derness ?" They intend by the wilderness human nature, 
because of its former ungodliness. 

> Comp. Rom. xii 1. 

s Incense, it is well known, was offered to God under 
the law of Moses, and with myrrh the bodies of the dead 
are anointed. Amazed, therefore, at the beauty of the 
Bride, they signify by these names that she is both sweet- 
smelling and comparable to the smoke of incense, because 
she worships both the Humanity and the Divinity, be- 
lieving in His death, and confessing His eternal existence. 
Therefore above aU powders of the merchant, they admire 
her myrrh and frankincense. For she has also other 
virtues which she collects from Holy Scripture, as it were 
from the stores of a merchant ; but her choicest are myrrh 
and frankincense, that is, the knowledge of the Divinity 
and Humanity. 

* By the bed of Solomon we understand the Holy Scrip- 
tures, for in them the Bride, as it were, reclines together 
with the Bridegroom, and thus they hold intercommunion. 

s These guardians of the bed from the attacks of 
enemies carry two swords, one on the thigh, another in 
the hand ; one, the word of reproof, the other hidden and 
mystical; the former ready in hand, the latter within 
the scabbard. 
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9. "King Solomon a chariot^ made 

Of wood, from Lebanon's' deep glade ; 
10. Its pillars' silver iHight, 

Its back of gold ; the seat^ above 
Of purple ; in the midst borne Love, 
For Salem's daughters' sight. 



11. Gro forth now, Sion's daughters fair, 
And see King Solomon appear 

With crown^ His mother placed 
Upon Him in His nuptial day, 
When that His heart in transport gay 

Its full desire possessed*. 
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> By the chariot, we are to understand the holy Apos- 
tles, who bear the Lord's Name before the GentUes, and 
Kings, and the children of Israel. See Acts ix. 15. 2 Cor. 
ziiL 3. The prophet Habakkok also calls them "horses.'* 
Hab. iii. 8, 15. 

' The Holy Scriptures often call by the name of Leba- 
non Jerusalem and the i>eople of the Jews. Since there- 
fore the blessed Apostles derived their origin from them, 
the chariot is appropriately said to be constructed of the 
toood of Lebanon, 

s We find the Apostles Peter, James, and John called 
jnUara, GaL ii. 9. 

« The seat signifies the eyangelioal preaching, on which 
the Divine Word rests. 

» Go forth (for it is impossible to see Him, unless we 
go forth from the things of this life) and see the King 
crowned with love. 

• By Hie mother she intends Judea, after His human 
nature, who involuntarily gave Him this crown, for she 
to dishonour Him crowned Him with thorns, but He by 
the thorns received the crown of love. For He spontar- 
neously underwent the dishonour, and approached a willing 
suffering. Therefore she called it the day of His espousals, 
and the dag of the gladness of His heart. For on that 
day was the communion of marriage. For " after supper** 
(He says) "He took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He brake it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, Take, eat 
ye all of it, for this is My Body, which is broken for you 
unto the remission of sins. Do this in remembrance of 
Me.** They therefore that eat the members of the Bride- 
groom, and drink His Blood, obtain the nuptial commu- 
nion with EQm. 
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BBIDEOBOOH. 

Chap. 1. L6, fair, My Love, all fair art thou ; 
Thine eyes a dove-like beauty show^ 

Within thy veil scarce hid I 
Thy hair, upon thy neck which flows, 
Is like a flock of goats, that browse 
On Gilead's mountain-side ! 

2. Thy teeth as flocks of sheep new shorn, 
From washing which go up, twin-bom 
Are all, not one alone^; 
8. Thy lips are like a scarlet wreath, 
And every accent, which they breathe, 
Sweetness itself in tone'. 
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^ He calls them cbve's eyes^ commending their spiritual 
vision, for they look not at things pertaining to sense, but 
seek those things that are above, where (as St. Paul says) 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

* Thy teeth are so clean, so free from all excessive dis- 
putation, jesting, foolish talking, lying, and obscenity, that 
they are like to shorn flocks which come up from the pool, 
having put off what is superfluous. And I think that the 
Bridegroom intimates by the shorn flocks those who by 
baptism have cut off sin, and are cleansed (as St. Paul 
says) with the washing of water by the word. Eph. v. 26. 
Moreover, all these flocks bear twins, and there is none 
barren among them, for I liken thee not to those who 
after saving baptism run again into wickedness, but who 
keep the grace given to them, and bring foi*th the two- 
fold virtue of contemplation and of action. 

• For they have received colour from My blood, and put 
forth words of truth, which captivate and bind the bearers 
as by a fillet, for thy comely speech enchants and over- 
comes them, and suffers them not to depart, but compels 
them to adhere to thy lips. 
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As slice of a pomegranate fair, 
Thy temples 'neath thy plaited hair ; 
Like David's tower in sight 

4. Thy neck, with bulwarks raised^, and hung 
Bound it a thousand bucklers strong, 

All arms of men of might'; 

5. Thy two breasts', like twin fawns be they, 

6. Feeding 'mong lilies^ I Till the day^ 

Breath soft, and shadows grow, 
m to the mount of myrrh repair, 

7. And hill of frankincense* : all fair, 

My Love, and spotless thou^ ! 
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> Aa a toioer built by David OTortops all battlementa on 
which it is constructed, and is lofty and conspicaons, so 
th^ ineck is lofty and erect, regarding and contemplating 
things above. 

* Thy neck, which sustains thy head and face, possesses 
all the doctrines of others, fig^iratiTely called arms, by 
which thou overcomest all adversaries. It has also many 
sMelcb, with which thou art protected, and doth quench 
the fiery darts of the Wicked one. For thou art clad in 
the armour of the Spirit, and having all the toeqpons of 
the mighty y easily woundest those who are thine enemies ; 
sometimes rebuking them by Prophets and sometimes by 
Apostles, and exposing their weakness. 

* By breasts we understand, as before (ch. i. 2), tho- 
fountains of doctrines, which minister suitably to evexy 
period of growth, to some yielding milk, to others supply- 
ing solid food, and therefore he likens them to faums, 
since (as St. Paul says) " now we know in part, but then 
shall we know even as we are known.** 

* These also he says are feeding anumg Hiies, that is, 
they partake of odoriferous herbs, which is the teaching. 
of the Spirit. 

■ That is, this laborious life; and the shadows move^ 
things present, which, as has been said, are compared to 
shadows. 

* Since (He says) thou art so lovely, and fair, and ex-- 
cellent in beauty, and art so penetrated with love towards. 
Me, I will submit Myself to death for thee, and will go to 
the mount of myrrh. But I will rise again, and return to 
the hiU of frankincense. For we have before remarked, 
that by myrrh is signified death, and hj frankincense the. 
Divine nature. 

' She became spotless and faur through her proximity 
to the Bridegroom, and receiving flashes from thence waa 
made brilliant with His light. Comp. Eph. v. 27. 

f2 
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8. From Liban come, O Spouse, with Me, — 
Come now from Libanus, and see — 

Yea, gaze thou all around 
From Amana, the lions' lair — 
Shenir and Hermon's top— from where 

The panthers wild are found^, 

9. My heart hast thou enravished. 

My Sister, Spouse, — ^hast captive led 
With that one glance of thine, — 
One chainlet on thy neck which flows^ I 
10. How fair thy breasts. My Sister', Spouse, — 
How fair thy breasts from wine* ; 
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> These words seem to correspond with those of Ps. xlv. 
10 : ** HearkeD, daughter, and consider, and incline 
thine ear ; forget also thine own people, and thy father's 
house ; so shall the King have pleasure in thy heauty : for 
He is thy Lord." Comp. Tit iii. 8-6. 

> Both thine eyes are indeed admirable and spiritual, . 
add to be called like dove's, but that one amazes Me which 
contemplates Divine things, which is skilled in researches 
of God, and sees the hidden mysteries. And I wonder 
at all the ornaments of thy neck^ by which He intimates 
the practical virtues, since the neck, bearing the yoke of 
the Divine commandments, draws and cuts through the 
furrows of righteousness. I praise then indeed all the 
ornaments of virtue that shine on thy neck, but exceedingly 
admire and am amazed at one ; and being struck with the 
beauty of that one ornament, and of that eye contem- 
plating things Divine, I am ravished with thy love. Let 
us inquire what is that ornament round the neck which 
excels every other, and learn from St. Paul, that there 
** remaineth faith, hope, and charity, these three ; but the 
greatest of these is charity" (1 Cor. xiii. 13) ; and again, 
"* Love is the fulElling of the law " (Rom. xiii. 10) ; and 
elsewhere, ** All the law and the prophets hang on this, 
Thou shalt love God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour 
as thyself " (Matt. xxii. 87-40). This diainlet therefore 
of the Bride, the Bridegroom admires. And He admires 
also one of her eyes, without despising the other, for He 
had already praised both, but sets the contemplation of 
things intelligeut as more excellent than the knowledge 
of things pertaining to the sense. 

* He calls her Sistet'^ as clothed with the same nature, 
after His humanity. Rom. viii. 29. Matt, xxviii. 7, 10. 

* LXX. For from the spiritual wine and sacramental 
cup thy breasts derive more beauty. 
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And 'bove all spice the odour from 

11. Thine ointments! As the honeycomb 

Thy lips, O Spouse, distil ; 
Honey and milk are 'neath thy tongue^ ; 
The perfume, from thy garments' flung, 

As frankincense' sweet smell ' ! 

12. A garden, which high walls enclose — 
A garden shut. My Sister, Spouse, 

Art thou— a fountain sealed* ; 

13. Thy beauteous plants in number rise 
To a pomegranate-paradise. 

Which choicest fruits doth yield*. 

14. Camphor with spikenard, saffron fair, 
Sweet cane and cinnamon are there, 

All trees of frankincense ; 

15. Myrrh, aloes, spices best of smell ; 
A garden-fountain, and a well. 

Which living streams dispense. 
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> The honeifcombs^ borne on the lips of the teachers of 
the Ohnrch, are the Holy Scriptnres, which contain bees, 
producing both wax and honey, to wit, the holy Prophets 
and Apostles, for they, flying through the pastures of the 
Holy Spirit, and, as it were, constmcting for ns the comb 
of tiie Holy Scriptures, and filling it with the honey of 
doctrine, yield to us profit. The letter, indeed, is like the 
comb, but the sense to the honey which is hidden in it. 
The lips of godly teachers distil the drops of this honey; 
and mdk also flows from their tongue to those who need 
milk. 

* The Bridegroom Himself is made the garment of the 
Bride ; as St. Paul says, " As many as have been baptized 
into Christ, have put on Christ." But the Bridegroom is 
both the Eternal Gtod and man, bom in these last days of 
the Blessed Virgin, and remaining what He was, He as- 
sumed what is ours, and clothed the before-naked Bride. 

* For she had put on Christ, Who is both God and man, 
and frankincense is a symbol of the Divinity, for under 
the old law it was ofiFered to Gbd. 

* He calls her a garden^ as bearing not one fruit only 
of godliness and virtue, but many and various ; and en- 
cliMed^ as being fenced round and not exposed to plots, 
for '^the gates of hell '^ (He says) "shall not prevail 
against it.'* Also she is 2k fountain secued^ for these streams 
are not open to all, but only to the worthy. 

« All these. He says, hast thou sent and offered Me In 
the time of marriage. And first He mentions the paradise 
of pomegranatesy which also is not without other fruit- 
trees. I think that the pomegranate figuratively means 
charity, since under one husk many grains lying toge- 
ther and united to each other do not press or corrupt one 
another, but are kept sound, that there be no decay in the 
middle. 
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IG. Yea, floods from Libanus that flow'. 
vBUfE. Hence, north wind ! come, thou south^, and blow 
Upon my spice-beds sweet, 
Their fragrance to shed forth ; and move 
Into His garden Him I love, 
Its pleasant fruits to eat. 



BBIDEaROOM. 



Chap. 1. Into My garden' have I sped, 

My Sister, Spouse, have gathered 

My myrrh with spices fair ; 
My bread with honey there have eat, 
My wine have drunk from vessels set, 

My milk is also there ; 
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1 For not only does she contain the evangelical doc- 
trine, flowing cleariy, hut the well of the law, which is a 
well of living water, having indeed its streams hidden, 
but rushing, and making a noise, and flowing from Liba- 
nus. For in Jerusalem flourished the dispensation of the 
law, which figuratively is called Lihamis, And this well 
flowed forth to the Bride of the Lord, the Church, and 
it is hidden, but borne along with a rushing noise, and 
waters the paradise of the Church. 

« "Veni, Creator, Spiritus," &c. 

* I am come into My garden^ which thou hast presented 
to Me, and gathered first My myrrh, that is, which I had 
planted in ^ee. For I first underwent death for thee, 
and so thou desiredst to die and be buried together with 
Me, for thou art buried with Me by Baptism into death, 
and hast mortified thy members which are on the earth. 
I have gaifiered, therefore. My myrrh with My ^ice&, and 
have received the fruit of the other virtues which thou 
hast learnt from Me. I have eaten also My bread with 
My honey, solid and sweet food, which is found with the 
perfect. / have drank My wine. Rightly He adds the 
pronoun My, lor He is "the true Vine," from which this 
wine has been drawn ; with My miUc, for He will not 
exclude the infants, and such, as it were, that suck the 
breasts and are fed with milk, but receives fruit proper- 
tionably from them, and being kind, invites His friends 
to the feast. 
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Furnished are all things for the feast ; 
Come, then, O friends, and eat the best. 

Take of our banquet part ; 
Drink with us, O companions dear, 
Yea, be inebriate with our cheer^ I 
imioB. I sleep, but wakes my heart': 

2. It is the voice of Him I love, 

Knocking: "My Sister, Spouse, my Dove, 

" Open, My Spotless One, 
« To Me ; for filled My head with dew, 
"My locks the mists of night' imbue 
*With moisture dropping down." 



«ji 



8. My robe have I put off me here, 
How shall I then attired appear, — 
My feet have washed, how them 
4. Shall I besoilM He, Whom Hove, 
His hand did through the crevice move, 
My bowels stirred for Him ; 
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> He bids them not only to drinky but to he drunken, 
for it is a dmnkenness vhicb produces wisdom and not 
folly, not enfeebling the members, but strengthening 
them. Comp. Ps. xxiii. 6 ; xxxvi. 8. 

' For, although by nature I am compelled to shut my 
eyes and receive sleep, yet I watch with my mind and 
receive not the sleep of sloth, waiting for the coming of 
the Bridegroom (comp. Matt, jcxiv. 42), wherefore I hear 
Him knocking. 

> By the night He signifies the uprising of the Jews 
against Him, which was in the night ; and by the dew 
and drops His three days* death. As, therefore (He says), 
I underwent death for thee, and sufiPered these things on 
thy account, open to Me, and receive Me, for I love thy 
spiritual beauty and perfection in virtue, and therefore 
call thee " My Sister, My Spouse, My Dove, My Spotless 
One I " Comp. Rev. iii. 20. 

* But indeed the Bridegroom did not require this, for it 
is not His will, that having put off the old man, she should 
put him on again ; nor that she should again defile those 
feet that have been washed by His holy hands, but open 
to. Him, without labour and defilement, the door either of 
the ear or eye, so that either by knowledge or hearing the 
Bridegroom may enter in and dwell in holy souls. And 
because she delayed, using these excuses, the Bridegroom 
rouses her in another way, not only knocking from with~ 
out, but thrusting His hand through some opening. By 
the handle understand the sense of touch, and His Divine 
energy, which when she perceived, she exclaimed, *^My 
Beloved put forth His hand," &c. 
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5« I rose for my Beloved to ope, 

And choicest mjrrh mj hands did drop,— 
Mj fingers liquid mjrrh^ ; 
6. The bolt I drew for my Belovedi 
But He had turned and was remoyed ; 
Melted my soul to hear 

The words He spoke : Him then I sought, 
But could not find ; I called, but nought 
For answer did He make : 

7. Found me the watch, the city round 
Who go, they smote me and did wound. 

My veil the sentries take : 

8. I charge you, Salem's daughters, well, 
If my Beloved ye find, Him tell, 

By Love I'm wounded sore'. 
DAuoH- 9. What above all beloved is thine, 

TBBS OF 

JEHD8A- Fairest of women,— what His sign, 
Us so thou dost adjure*? 
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' For I am endued with perfect mortification, even to 
the extremest points (myrrh being a symbol of death). 
But haying opened the door, I observed my Beloved run- 
ning from me, and refusing to enter. I, however, spell- 
bound, and hanging on His sacred words, persevere in 
seeking Him, nor cease from calling and continually cry- 
ing out. Tet He hears not, nor deigns me worthy of an 
answer. But I, going about and seeking my Beloved, fall 
in with the inhabitants and keepers of the city, and they 
not only outraged and struck me, but inflicted wounds, 
and took away my veil. By the keepers of the walls and 
watchmen of the city, I think the Bride may intend the 
magistrates, rulers, and potentates who formerly opposed 
the Spouse of God, and smote, and tortured, and delivered 
to death the victorious martyrs, laying naked their souls, 
and stripping the body from their souls, as it had been 
a thin veil. For they, longing for the Bridegroom, and 
preaching EQm everywhere, in cities, fields, and remotest 
places, endured all these things. We learn, therefore, 
from what has been said, to lay aside all sloth, and to open 
instantly to the Bridegroom knocking, lest if He depart 
we be compelled to wander in all directions, seeking Him 
whom we desire. 

< For ofttimes the Bridegroom appears to the imperfect 
and to babes, accommodating Himself to their weakness, 
and exhorting them to perfection. Therefore the binds 
the maidens by an oath, that if they find her Beloved 
they tell Him what love she has for Him, and that she is 
wounded with the choice arrow of Love. 

* The maidens know not the name of the Bridegroom, 
for as yet they are imperfect, and ignorant of the depth 
of mysteries. 
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iO. Buddy of countenance, and white* 
Is my Beloved, chief in sight 

'Mong myriads is His mien' ; 

11. Radiant as brightest gold His head', 
His flowing locks around it spread, 

Black* as the raven seen. 

12. His eyes like dove's o'er swelling stream*, 
Fresh bathed in milk, that resting seem 

On all perfection pure* ; 

13. His cheeks, as spice-beds sweet and soft ; 
Lilies His lips^ distilling oft 

Rich drops of liquid myrrh*. 
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» White, though ruddy. For God always was, and was 
made man, not laying aside what He was, nor converted 
into man, but putting on human nature. Therefore He 
is vohite, as God; for what is brighter than light? and 
" He is the true light," according to the words of the 
Gospel, John i. 9. Yet is He not only white^ but ruddy; 
for He is not only God but man, for red signifies earthly. 
See Isaiah Ixiii. 1, 2. 

" For the First-fruits eicels all nature, for ** He did no 
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth;" therefore 
was He offered a spotless sacrifice for the whole race. For 
which cause the God of all proclaims by Isaiah the 
Prophet, saying : *' Behold My Servant, whom I uphold, 
Mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth," &c. Well, 
therefore, does the Bride call her Beloved, white and 
ruddy ^ the chief est among ten thousands; for it became 
Him who bare our sins, which were red like crimson, and 
were as scarlet, to be, and to be called, red, 

s That is, His Divinity; for "the Head of Christ is 
God." ICor. xi. 3. 

« They are called black, that by the depth and obscurity 
of the colour may be symbolized the inscrutableness of 
the Dispensations. 

' This reminds us of that Dove, that descended on Him 
in Jordan. For His eyes are always looking on the 
supply of Baptism, waiting for those who should be saved, 
and desiring the salvation of all. 

* For those, who have imperfect faith, and approach not 
with a sincere faith. He does not receive. Such was 
Simon, who was baptized, but counted unworthy of grace, 
he being not perfect, but wanting, not having the perfec- 
tion of faith. 

' By the cheeks and lips are intended doctrine. 

• That is, they inculcate mortification in this present 
life. Matt. x. 37, 38. Luke ix. 26. 

G 2 
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U« Ilia hft&da of polished gold are madeS 
With gema of ohiyaolite inlaid ; 

Aa ivorj His cheat, 
Set upon stone of sapphire fair* ; 
18» Ilia tegs like marble pillars are, 

On plintlis of gold that rest' ; 



\ 



His stature is like Lebanon, 
10% Princely as cedars^ ; sweet in tone, 
His accents all surpass* ; 
In Him doth every beauty blend^ ; 
This my Beloved, and This my Friend, 
Jerusalem's fair race I 



[V. 
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> By hands are intended practical yirtue, which He 
proBecutes with all fitness ; polishing, as it were, and 
directing every action. 

* For the depth of His mysteries and the storehouse of 
His knowledge, where " are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge," are an ivory chest to those who are 
worthy of the revelation. But they are incomprehensible 
to nature, therefore it is said to be on a sapphire stone^ 
which signifies the hidden depth of things Divine. 1 Cor. 
ii. 9, 10. Eph. iii. 5. 

* His constancy, stability, fixedness, and perpetuity are 
indicated by the marble piUars^ and iheir phntnis or sockets 
are called goUkn, as setting forth the glory of these 
things. 

* By the cedar is intended Hia human nature, which 
received not the taint of sin. For among trees the cedar 
is incorruptible. 

' For what is sweeter than the Divine Oracles ? Ps. 
cadx. 103, and six. 10, 11. John vii. 46. 

* For being at last at a loss for other praise, she- desig- 
nates Him by one general name ; for, she says, why do I 
any longer describe each particular beauty ? He is alto- 
gether attractiveness, drawing and compelling all to love, 
and inflaming with desire not only those who see, but 
those who hear. Having said thus, she addresses the 
maidens in these words : ^* This is my Beloved, and this, 
is my Friend, daughters of Jerusalem I" Consider then; 
your oath, and be not negligent, but seek Him, and tell 
Him my desire." They, therefore, having learnt the 
tokens of the Bridegroom, again question and inquire 
where He is gone, and whither turned aside. 
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DAUOHTEBS GF JEBUSALBBC. 

Chap. 1. Whither is thy Beloved gone, • 
Of women O thou fairest one, — 
Where thj Beloved fled, 

2. That we too Him maj seek ? [bmdb.] Removei 
Into His garden mj Beloved, 

'Mong spice-beds there to feed, 

3. And lilies cull ^ ; I all will be 
For my Beloved, and He for me'. 

Who 'mong the lilies feeds ! 
BRTOE- 4. Beauteous art thou, My Love, and dear*, 

OBOOM. 

Fair as Jerusalem ; strike with fear. 
As banded troops, thy deeds^ : 
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^ For He feeds all the Churches, and delights in the 
spice-beds, which have obtained a sweet fragrance ; and 
those who imitate the beauty of the Bride, and become 
lilies, He collects, and joins them to the Bride. 

2 For I hang upon Him, and haye given myself up to 
Him. For as He has preferred me to the whole world, 
and joined me to Himself, and has turned my age into 
youth, my povei'ty to riches, and my deformity to beauty, 
and has healed my wounds putrid and stinking, and filled 
me with sweet odours, therefore I say, " I am my Be- 
loved's, and my Beloved is mine !** 

* The Bridegroom hearing these words of the Bride, 
and pitying her thus languishing for Him, and showing 
herself day and night, and inquiring for Him, and prais- 
ing His beauty, manifests -Himself to her, saying, " Thou 
art beautiful, My Love," &c. 

* That is, the Jerusalem which is above. Thou art like 
to her. My Love, for thou dost imitate the angelical life, 
and set thy mind on things in heaven ; and, though thou 
walkest in the flesh, dost not war after the flesh, and 
pressest toward the mark, the prize of the high calling, 
and seekest the thillgs that are above, where I sit at the 
right hand of God. Therefore thou art fair as Jerusalem; 
and not fair only, but strikest terror on thy beholders, for 
nothing disorderly, nothing doubtful, nothing confused is 
with thee, but all things are well ordered and constituted, 
for thou understandest well the right order of things, who 
hast learnt to prefer the Bridegroom above all, and with 
Him those that are near to Him. 
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5. bend thine eyes direct toward Me, 
For they transport to ecstasy^, 

Swelling My heart with pride' ; 
Thy hair, upon thy neck which Hows, 
Is like a flock of goats, that browse 

On Gilead's mountain-side^ : 

6. Thy teeth as flocks of sheep new shorn, 
From washing which go up, twin-born 

Are all, not one alone ; 

7. As slice of a pomegranate fffir 
Thy temples 'neath thy plaited hair 

Half -unconcealed are shown. 
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* or/ itvrot a»tTTtpa9ei9 (au LXX. 

* Snoh is the meaning giyen by some modem interpre- 
ters to the Hebrew word, rendered as aboTe by the ISJL 
See Lee's Hebrew Lexicon and Thnxiyp*s Translation. 

* Comp. ch. iy. 1, &o. He does not, howeyer, merely 
and without cause repeat the praises of the Bride, but re- 
minds her of her former beauty, and exhorts her to pre- 
senre it secure, and to receive no spot ; for consider, says 
He, what thou wast and what I did for thee, and the 
time when I was gracious unto thee and bestowed on thee 
Buch beauty ; and ke^ it perfect unto the end. 



52 THE SONG OF SONGS. [VI. 



8. What though there threescore queens may be, 
Yea, fourscore concubines for Me, 

And maidens countless all^ ; 
My dove, My undefiled is one, 
Her mother else made choice of none,— 

Sole darling her would call K 
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1 We hare been taught that there are many and divers 
orders of the godly. See John ziv. 2. Matt. xxv. 15. 
By the Bride, therefore, we understand souls perfect in aU 
wisdom and virtue, which solely for love of the Bride- 
groom undergo all the labours of virtue and choose to do 
and suffer all things. Such was St. Paul (Rom. viii. 38, 
89). But there are others, who are, as it were, mercena- 
ries, who, for the desire of good things to come, continue 
to endure toils for virtue. These 1 judge to be here called 
queens, as desiring the kingdom, and choosing for its sake 
to bear the labours of godliness. Moreover, there are 
other who have not yet attained to liberty, and are willing 
to serve and obey the Divine law through fear of helL 
These I understand to be called concubines^ for to them also 
is the Bridegroom united, being made all things to all men. 
Again, there are others living together in idleness, who 
are neither possessed with the love of the Bridegroom, 
nor drawn by the desire of the kingdom, nor stimulated 
by the fear of hell, but who do things carelessly, yet 
having firm faith, and keeping sound the-doctrines of god- 
liness, and turning from every heretical and strange doc- 
trine, though living slothfully, appear sometimes to be 
regardful of themselves, and then again to fall back into 
indifference ; now to be sinners, and now to shed the tears 
of penitence. These the Bridegroom here calls maidens ; 
and since they are more numerous than the queens and 
concubines, He says, and maidens without number, not merely 
because they are too many to be counted, but because 
they are unworthy of being numbered. 

* This one is dearer to her mother than the threescore 
and fourscore, for she has for her mother the holy laver, 
the Jerusalem which is above, who, although she has 
borne those, yet prefers this one above all, and makes 
her the elect daughter. Therefore they " behold, and bless 
her,** &c. 
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9. The daughters saw her, and did bless, 
The queens and concubines confess, 
And thus her praises cite : 
10. " Who now is this, that looketh forth, 
*' Like Mom approaching on the earthy 
<' Fair as the moon, and bright 

** As risen sun ; inspiring fear, 

'' Such as when serried ranks appear 

" Of troops with lifted sign?" 
BBTOK. 11. To the nut-garden^ I went down. 

To see how much the vale-fruits grown, 

If flourished the vine, 

And blossomed the pomegranates there' ; 
12. Mj soul, or yet I was aware, 
Made me on chariots free, 
As of Aminadab, be borne', 
ov THB ^3- Tvim back, Shulamite^, turn, turn, 
That we may gaze on thee*. 
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> By the md-gardm we undentand this present life, 
irhioh is bitter, and f oU of toil and labour, yet has within 
itself the hidden fruit of yirtue. For the nut has an outer 
bitter skin and shell hard and resisting, but contains, 
notwithstanding, that which is eatable, laid up and hidden, 
as it were, in a chamber, and not to be extracted without 
pains. 

s For in this life are some men, who figuratively are 
oalled vines, and Eomib pomegrcmatts, according to the dif- 
ferent deeds of virtue. And there are some who bring 
forth love, and delight in concord, being joined together 
in mind like the grains of the pomegranate ; and some 
cultivate for wine, worthy of the wine-presses of the 
Fathers, devoting themselves to contemplation. 

* We are here taught that the company of the godly, 
which Holy Serii>ture calls the Spouse, are not contented 
with their own salvation, neither thin);: it enough that 
they have attained the wished-for marriage, but strive 
together with their whole desire to release all others from 
a state of unfruitfulness, that they may be rendered pro- 
ductive and bear the fruit of virtue ; and in so doing, and 
eiurying doctrine to other men, they go about on the 
chariot of Aminadab, that is, of a willing peoph, 

* So called from Solomon, for as in this Book our Lord 
is called Solomon, or the Peaceful, so is His Bride, as 
having obtained peace from Him, and been delivered from 
her former wailare. The friends of the Bridegroom, 
therefore, seeing her driven away from these chariots, and 
engaged in conflict, animate her, saying, "Return, re- 
tura,"^. 
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BBIDBOBOOM. 

What see ye in the Shulamite ? 
As one whom in victorious fight 

Praise do the festive choir, 
9^- 1. How beautiful thy steps are seen^ 

From feet* with sandals shod, O Queen, 

Offspring of royal sire' ! 

Thy thighs* so finely moulded are, 
That they to bracelets may compare, 
Wrought by a master's hand ; 

2. Thy navel is a goblet round. 
Lacking not wine ; a wheat-sheaf bound 

Thy waist with lily-band* ; 

3. Thy two breasts^ like twin fawns in sight, 

4. Thy neck as tower of ivory bright^. 

Thine eyes like pools appear 
In Heshbon, where through many a gate 
The channels flow in number great 

Of waters deep and clear^. 
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* Coxnp. Isa. lii. 7. Eph. yi. 15. 

» Before (ch. vi. 1) the Bridegroom praised her, begin- 
ning from the upper parts of th« Bride, but now com- 
mencing with her steps and sandals, He rises to the hair 
of her head. 

» Bom of the Holy Ghost. Oomp. Ps. xlr. 10, 13. 

♦ By thighs He means figuratively the practical virtues, 
since making progress by these, we do what we will. The 
Bridegroom therefore admires the Bride, beginning at the 
practical, and proceeding upwards to the contemplative. 

• " The wheat and the ivine refer to the nourishment of 
the Holy Sacraments which is found in the Church, and 
the UUes indicate the lovely purity of such nourishment." 
— 7%rtt/p. 

• See ch. iv. 5. 

^ For it has ceased to be black, and has been made 
white, by receiving My yoke, and is formidable to thine 
enemies as a tower, and lovely to thy friends for bright- 
ness. 

' €¥ ^iVkettf ^vyetrpog ^oXXaiv, LXX., and so all the 
Ancient Versions. The Bridegroom teaches that the sight 
of pious souls is as pools^ receiving the Divine streams, and 
continually overflowing, and which, through many gates^ 
that is mouths, receive these waters. For, from Moses 
and all the Prophets, and from the holy Evangelists and 
Apostles, and from the teachers who followed after, they 
receive the streams of edification. 
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Thy nose like Liban's tower projects^. 
Whence toward Damascus still directs 
His look the sentinel' ; 

5. Thej head on thee like Carmers top' ; 
As royal purple folded up 

Thy tresses plaited well^. 

6. How beautiful-— how sweet art thou, 
O best bdoved^ appearing now 

With all-alluring grace I 

7. Thy stature like a palm-tree high. 
Thy breasts may with the dusters vie 

Of fruit for lusciousness ! 



8. This palm, I said, will I climb up',— 
My hand shall grasp its highest top, 

And now Thy breasts shall be 
As clusters of the vine' ; the smell, 
Which from Thy nostrils doth exhale, 

Sweet as the citron-tree ; 



J 
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> It ifl hi{^ and erect, as aoenting sweet savour from 
aboYo, and cleaying to the ointment of the Bridegroom. 
Therefore it is compared to a totoer sitnate in Libamu. 

* Since the devil is transformed into an angel of light, 
according to St. Paul, and shapes himself like to spiritnal 
ointment^ therefore the noae of the Bride is erect and 
fratchfnl, and directs itself towardt Damaacus, lest being 
deceiyed, she should lose the true ointment, and follow a 
lie and a deceiyer, for Holy Scripture often puts jDomascut 
for the Qentiles, and the ungodliness which there pre- 
vailed. Isa. yiii. 3, 4. 

' i,e^ fruitful in all good things. Jer. iL 7. 

* Before, her kcnr was loose, and likened to a flock of 
goats seen in Gilead, but noir plaitedj and not only plaited, 
but haying reoeiyed the wonderfiU dye, and like a king 
clothed in pwrpU, For He indicates by the plait of the 
hair and the royal purple doctrine aptly and fitly put 
forth, and dip])ed in the blood of Ohrist. 

' The Bride, therefore, hearing these praises, and 
coyered with so many encomiums, inflamed with loye^ 
interrupts, as it were, the Bridegroom thus. 

* For Thou art ** ^ true Fine," from which the salu- 
tiferous wine is expressed into the spiritual wine-presses, 
from whence the inebriating cup is filled. 



60 THE SONG OF SONGS. [VII. 

9. Savour Thy mouth as wine the best, 

Which, my Beloved, Thou givest to taste,— 
Both lips and teeth with cheer 

10. To feast upon^ : I all will be 

For my Beloved, since such toward me 
Doth His desire appear ! 

11. Come, my Beloved, let us away 
Into the fields, there let us stay 

T^e villages about' ; 

12. Rise early to the vineyards fair. 
See if the vine doth flourish there, 

If the young layers sprout*, 

And blossoms the pomegranate-tree^ ; 
There will I give my breasts* to Thee* ; 
18. The mandrakes yield their smell ^ ; 

Stored at our gates are all things^ sweet. 
Both new and old*, for Thee made meet, 
Beloved, to regale. 
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> All the Ancient Veniona, Aqnila and Symmachiu. 

* The Bride persuadea the Bridegroom to care for thoae 
mean and abject sonls, wBom figuratively she calk the 
Jtelcb and the villages, for she does not say, Let us go 
into the city, bat let ns go into the fields, let us dwell in 
the Tillages. 

» Let na visit those "who have lately received our 
preaching ; let us see those little ones, vrho not only bear 
leaves but blossoms. Gomp. Acts zv. 36. 

* Whether there be in any the beginning of love. 
» LXX. 

* *^ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these, ye have done it unto Me." Matt. zxv. 40. 

' The mandrakes induce sleep, the physicians say. 
Since we are commanded to mortify our members which 
are upon the earth, not that we are to deliver them to 
death, but that we may exhibit them dead to evil motions, 
fitly has she introduced the mandrakes here, and said, 
** The mandrakes yield their smell," that is, men have 
begun to sleep from sin ; and as they who drink of the 
mandrake are not sensible of the motions of their bodies, 
BO those who drink the cup of godly doctrine endeavour 
to put to sleep their passions. 

* But not only do the mandrakes yield their smell, but 
all fruits are in our gates, for they bring forth all kinds, 
who have received our doctrine. 

* For the commandments of the Old Testament and 
the precepts of the New, which I have received by the 
grace of the Spirit, these have I laid up and kept as an 
inviolate pledge for Thee. Matt. xiiL 62. 
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9^- 1. O that Thou wert as brother mine, 

On the same breasts that did recline^ ! 

When found abroad I thus 
Might kiss Thee, and reproached not then', 
Would clasp and bring Thee back again 
Into my mother's house ; 



Where Thou mightest teaching me bestow ; 
And I would make the wine-cup flow 

With spices mixed for Thee' ; 
And the rich juice, to be expressed 
From mj pomegranate at the feast, 

There f umishM bj me ; 
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> Thou, out of Thy great loye to man, hast Thyself 
taken my nature, to suck the same breasts -with me, tiiat 
Thoa mightest show in this Thy brotherhood. Thou 
snckedst, not as needing it, bnt to show me how I ought 
to suck, and from what paps to draw grace. See Heb. il. 
14. 

* For, intoxicated with Thy loye, not only in the honse 
and inner chamber, but in the market-place and publicly, 
wherever I found Thee, I would rush into Thy embrace 
and kisses, nor should those who saw me doing this hhane 
me for it, knowing the flame of my loye. 

s **The sacramental wine, spiced with myrrh, the 
emblem of death, a wine associated with the memory of 
all our Lord's mortal sufferings, and by which we show 
forth the Lord's death till He come."— T^n^^ 
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3. Beneath mj Ijead His left hand placed, 
And softly with His right emhraced I 

4. You, Salem's daughters, still 
Adjure I 'mong the hinds and roes, 
Cease not to stir up from repose 

Love, while He so doth will^. 

CHORUS OF TIBOnTg. 

6. Who now is this approaching near. 
That comes from out the desert drear, 

Ahounding in delight' ; 
Recumhent in her chariot seen 
On her Beloved One to lean, 
Bobed in apparel white' 1 

BRTOBOBOOM. 

Under the citron-tree did I, 

Where once an outcast thou didst lie, 

Uplift thee and reclaim ; 
Thy mother was corrupted there, 
Defiled she who did thee bear 

In wretchedness and shame^. 
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> Comp. ch. iL 7 and iii. 5, and notea there, 
s DeUtiis ciffluens, Ynlg. 

• Xiyi€VK»¥0ifffite¥vi, LXX. Oomp Rev. xix 8. 

* Ibi corrvpta est mater tua^ ibi violata est genetrix tua, 
Ynlg. Comp. Ps. li. 5. Ezek. xvi. 3, Ao. 
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6. Me on thy heart^ as seal impress, 
Upon thine arm as signet place, 

For strong as Death is Love, 
Hard and implacable as Hell 
Is Jealoasy, its fires prevail 

The mightest flames above ; 

7m Qaench cannot Love the ocean full. 
Nor will the floods its ardour cool'; 

Though offer should a man 
All substance of his house for love, 
To scornful hearts it would but prove 

As nothing and in vain*. 

FBDBNDS OF THB BBTOBOROOX. 

8. We have a little sister here, 
Whose breasts as yet do not appear. 

What for our sister do 
Must we, to suit when she should yield ? 

9. If she's a wall, we'll oh her build 

FortSi that as silver glow ; 
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> By the heart He intends the oontemplatiTe, by the 
arm the actiye power of the soul. Our Saviour, therefore, 
wonld have us impress Him for a seal in onr thoughts 
and actions, and bear that mark of Him in all we say 
and do. 

s RouL yiil 85-38. 

* Such as are Toid and destitute of loye despise Him, 
Who gives up all His substance for love (see 1 Cor. It. 
12, IS); which, neverthless, so far from extinguishes lore, 
that it only renders it the more ardent. The Apostles, 
<* being reviled did bless, being defamed did entreat, and 
were made as the filth of the earth, and the offsconring of 
all things unto this day." 
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And if a door, will her impale 

10. With cedar hoards^, [bbide.] I am a wall ; 

M7 breasts upon it rise 
Like turrets fair, since I became 
As one found worthy of the name 

Of Salom in His eyes*. 

11. A vineyard in Belamon field 
Hath Solomon, which he doth yield 

To keepers', who for gain 
A thousand silverings bring in ; 

12. This vineyard also now* is mine; 

Thou, Solomon, obtain 
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» The holy Prophets under the Old Dispensation, seeing 
the Spouse to be small in spiritual growth, and with con- 
cealed and imperfect breasts, and being, as it were, the 
match-makers and guides to the marriage, say thus among 
themselves : The King wiU hereafter take our sister for a 
Bride, but she is small and without breasts ; for she is not 
yet fruitful, and can neither yield the milk of doctrine nor 
solid food to those who need it. We must therefore con- 
sider what is to be done, since she is about to be imited to 
a great King, and to be as a wall to His house, protecting 
and preserving that which is within, and as a door which 
keeps what is laid up ; we will build as on this wall forts 
of silver, that is, reasonable and brilliant in utterance, for 
** the words of the Lord are pure words, even as the silver 
which from the earth is tried, and purified seven times in 
the fire,'* so that, standing on these, she may cast darts on 
her enemies, and drive away those who conspire against 
her ; and that as a door, we may fasten on her boards 
made of cedar, not receiving the corruption of sin, for the 
cedar is incorruptible wood. 

* For having foreknown and predestinated me that I 
should " seek peace and pursue it," and pursuing appre- 
hend it, He«ha8 called me Salom, or the Peaceful (see n. 4, 
p. 55), and made the wall unbroken and formidable to 
adversaries ; and my breasts, that is, moral and Divine 
teaching. He has raised on high and displayed them, re- 
sembling a tower, that from thence making war I may 
put downfall the enemies of the Bridegroom. 

' By the vineyard is intended men devoted to godliness ; 
and by the keepers, the husbandmen and guardians of it, 
— those who exercise the sacred function of ministers, and 
are appointed both to water with spiritual doctrine and 
to pi-otect. 
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The thousand ; while two hundred more 
For those, its produce who watch o'er, 
It renders every year^, 
13. Thou, Who in gardens of Thy choice 

Dost dwell, the friends wait on Thy voice, 
Let me it also hear' 1 



14. Come, my Beloved, no longer stay,— • 

haste', to bear me hence away, 

That we may part no more { 

Like a gazelle rebound to me, 

As a young hart for swiftness flee 

The hills of spices o'er ! 



13, 14. J THE SONG OF SONGS. 71 



1 ^^Amid all her work, the Church must diligentlj re* 
memher that Christ will look for the fruits that belong to 
Hixn. But meanwhile she may also know that, for keep- 
ing the fruit of the vineyard, the ministers that labour in 
it will not go unrewarded, but will all receive their due 
reoompence. It is this which the two hundred pieces of 
silver here represent. Gomp. 1 Cor. iii. S.^-^Thrvpp, 

t o my Espoused, Who reposest in the intelligent and 
sensible creature, as in g^dens planted by Thy choice, 
others there are besides us, who gaze on Thee unchange- 
ably, as not partakers of the bondage of the body, the in- 
corporeal and angelical orders. But I, as bound with this 
fetter, am in fear of change, and therefore, hastening on 
Thy second Advent, beseech Thee to let me hear that 
much-desired voice of Thine : ** Come, ye blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you.** 

• Rev. szii. 17, 20« 
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(Extract from St. Bsbnabd's Discourse xv. on this Book, 
Ch. 1, 3.) 

" There is, doubtless, a similitude between oil and tbe 
Name of tbe Bridegroom, nor was it without cause that 
the Holy Qhost compared them together. It consists, I 
may say, in a certain threefold quality of oil, namely, that 
it shines, feeds, and anoints, unless you know of a better 
correspondency ; it feeds flame, nourishes the flesh, and 
soothes grief ; is light, food, and medicine. Observe the 
same now of the Name of the Bridegroom: being preached, 
it shines ; meditated on, nourishes ; inyoked, soothes and 
anoints. Let us cursorily run over each. From whence, 
think you, in the whole world, sprang so great and sudden 
a light of faith but from the preaching of Jesus ? Did 
not God in the light of this Name call us to His own 
marvellous light, - with which, being illuminated, and in 
that Light seeing light, St. Paul says truly (Eph. v. 8), 
* Te were sopietimes darkness, but now are ye light in the 
Lord.' This Name the same Apostle was commanded to 
bear before kings and the Gentiles, and the children of 
Israel (Acts ix. 15), and he bare it as a light, and en- 
lightened his country, and exclaimed everywhere (Rom. 
xiii. 12), * The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let 
us therefore cast away the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in 
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the day/ And he showed to all the light on a candlestick, 
proclaiming in every place Jesus and Him crucified. How 
did that light hurst upon and dazzle the eyes of all 
beholders, when issuing, as lightning, from the mouth of 
Peter, it gave strength to the feet and ankle-bones of the 
lame man~(Act8 iii. 4), and illuminated many that were 
spiritually blind ! Did it not scatter fire when he said, 
*• In the Name of Jesus Ghriflt of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk'? 

" But not only is the Name of Jesus light ; it is also 
food. Art thou not comforted as oft as thou remem- 
berest it ? What so nourishes the mind of him that 
meditates on it, what so restores the wearied senses, 
strengthens the virtues, gives growth to good and honest 
habits, cherishes chaste affection ? Every food of the 
soul is dry if not moistened with this oil, insipid if not 
seasoned with this salt. If thou writest^ it pleaseth me 
not unless I read there Jesus ; if thou disputest or con- 
ferrest, it has no power of persuasion with me unless 
Jesus is sounded there. Jesus is honey in the mouth, 
melody in the ear, jubilation in the heart. 

** But it is also medicine. Is any of you sad ? Let 
Jesus come into his heart, and thenoe leap into bis mouth ; 
and lo, at the risen light of this Name, every cloud is 
dispersed, and fair weather returns. Does any lapse into 
sin, nay, moreover, rush into the very snares of death in 
desperation, will be not, if he calls on the Name of life, 
instantly rebreathe into life ? In whom hath ever stood 
up beforo the face of this salutary Name hardness (too 
common) of heart, the torpor of sloth, rancour of feeling; 
languor of grief ? In whom hath the fountain of tears, 
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maybap, been dried up, but on tbe inTOcation of JeBus, 
doth it not instantly burst forth more copious and flow 
more freely ? To whom, wh«Q alarmed and trembling in 
dangers, hath not this Name, when inyoked, immediately 
afforded confidence and expelled fear ? On whom, I ask, 
when tossed and agitated with doubts, hath not assurance 
suddenly beamed at the inTOcation of this excellent Name ? 
To whom, when despairing in adversity and at that instant 
lost, if the Name of help had sounded, hath courage been 
wanting? Truly these are the diseases and sicknesses of 
tbe soul, that the medicine. Finally, one is at liberty to 
prove Him: *Gall upon Me,' says He, *in the day of 
trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." 
Nothing so restrains the impetuosity ef anger, checks the 
swelling of pride, heals the wound of envy, restrains the 
flow of luxury, quenches the fire of lust, moderates the 
thirst of avarice, and expels the itching of all indecency. 
If only I name Jesus, I place before me a Han meek and 
lowly in hearty kind, sober, chaste, merciful, and, in short, 
eminent in all virtue and holiness, and the same Qod 
Almighty Himself, One who both heals me by His ex- 
ample and strengthens me with His help. All these 
things together sound to Bie when Jesus is sounded. I 
take to myself, therefore, examples from the Man and 
help from the Mighty One, those as a sort of unguent, this 
from whence I stimulate it, and make a confection, to 
which none can compound a medicine the like. 

" This electuary thou hast for thyself, O my soul, laid 
up in the vessel of this word, which is Jesus, salutlferous 
indeed, and which is never found ineffectual for any 
disease of thine. Let it be ever in thy bosom, ever in thy 
band, whereby all tby senses and acts may be directed 
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toward Jeans. Lastly, thou art inyited : ' Place Me as -a 
seal upon thy heart, as a seal npon thine arm. But of 
this hereafter. Now, indeed, thou hast, I say, in the Name 
of Jesns, from whence thou mayest either correct thy de- 
praved actions, or complete thy less perfect ones, and 
also either preserve thy senses lest they be corrupted, or 
if corrupted, heal them.*' 

Again, in Discourse xvi. : — " Oil, indeed, which while 
it floats above all other liquids into which it is poured, 
aptly repsesents that Name which is above every name. 
O Name, above all sweet and precious ! O Name, above 
all illustrious, elect, transcendent, and exalted for ever ! 
this is, indeed, the * oil that makes cheerful the counte- 
nance of man ;* this is, indeed, the * New Name which 
the mouth of the Lord hath named ' (Isa. Ixii. 2), ' which 
was named of the Angel before He was conceived in the 
womb' {Luke ii. 21). This not only the Jew, but who- 
soever shall call upon, shall be saved (Joel ii. 32), so 
widely has it been poured out. This the Father hath 
given to the Son, the Brideg^room of the Church, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who is over all, God blessed for ever.'* 



St. Augustine also, in his ** Confessions," 1. 3, c. 4, 
speaking of reading a book called ** Hortensius,'* says: 
*' This alone checked me, thus enkindled, that the Name 
of Christ was not in it ; for whatsoever was without that 
Name, though never so learned, polished, or true, took 
not entire hold of me." 
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To this may be subjoined the following excellent Latin 
Hymn, taken from Daniers " Thesaurus Hymnologicus," 
voL i., p. 317. 



)De Btmint Jeciu* 

Nomen jure sublimatum, 
In excelsis adoratum, 
Nomen summsa gloria ; 
Qabrieli revelatum, 
Et in terria nunciatum 
Genetrici gratis. 



Hsec octavo die natnm, 
Gircumcisum more patrnm, 
Salyatorem nominat ; 
Uniyerso publicatum 
Mundo nomen hoc beatum 
Credentes salyificat. 



In hoc lucet Trinitatis 
Splendor atque Unitatis, 
Hoc coelum laetificat ; 
In hoc f ulget honor Patris, 
In hoc patet decor matris, 
Hoc fratres glorificat. 
K 
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Hoc est nomen salutare 
Et solamen singnlare, 
Quod succurrit tristibus ; 
Hoc nos decet honorare, 
Benedicere, laudare 
Semper l£9tis mentibns. 



Hoc est melos prsedlcatnm, 
Dulce mel est invocatum, 
Servat ab insultibus. 
Jubilus est cogitatum, 
Nomen mire formidatum 
Malignis spiritibos. 



Ecce nomen gratiosam, 
Fructuosum, virtuosum 
Prae cunctis nominibas ; 
Vultum Dei gratiosnm, 
Speciosum, amorosum 
Ostendit hominibus. 



Nomen pulchnim in decore, 
Summe bonum in valore, 
Intus sapit dulciter ; 
Summe potens in vigore, 
Samme celsum in honore, 
Delectat feliciter. 
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Ergo pastor animarnm, ■! 

Bone Jbsu, et eainim ! 

Lumen indeficiens, 
Propter nomen taum carum 
Tetnim chaos tenebrarum 
Obstrue nosmoniens. 

O reformator cunctarum 
Nationum hamanarnm, 
Vita mortem auferens ; 
Restanrator niinarum, 
Virtutum angelicarum, 
Te ipsum sis largiens I 



TRANSLATION. 
SDn tie Bame of ^tam. 

Name, that of right exalted high, 
Is now adored beyond the sky, 

In heaven's most glorious place ; 
To Gabriel the Archangel shown. 
And upon earth by him made known 

To Mary, source of grace ! 

She her first-born when circumcised, 
As ancient ritual devised, 

JESUS, the Saviour, calls ; 
Throughout the world proclaimed, this Name 
Believed on saves from sin and shame, 

And Death's and Satan's thralls. 
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The splendour of the Holy Three 
Shines in it^ and the Unity ; 

With joy it fills the skies ; 
Beams in it all the Father's light, 
Seen too a mother's honour bright, 

Brethren it glorifies. 



This is the Name, that gives salvation 
And ail-nnlooked-for consolation, 

Which succonreth the sad ; 
This it becomes us well to raise 
With blessing, honour, and with praise 

From hearts for ever glad. 



This Name is melody to speak, 
Sweet honey to invoke, the weak 

It shields from insults well ; 
It is the jubilee of thought, 
By it is wondrous terror brought 

To all the hosts of hell. 



Behold the Name, that mighty deeds 
Of grace achieves for human needs, 

' Above all others dear ; 
Of God the countenance Divine 
Propitious, lovely, and benign 
To men it makes appear. 
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Fair Name and beauteous in our eyes, 
The chiefest good, most valued prize, 

Which inward sweets distils ; 
Omnipotent in heavenly might, 
In honour raised to utmost height. 

With happiness it fills I 

Then, Shepherd of our souls, give ear. 
Good JESU, grant Thy suppliants' prayer. 

Sun that doth ne'er descend 
Now for Thy dear Name's sake display 
In chaos of our souls the day, 

From darkness them defend. 

O Thou, by Whom the nations all 
Uplifted are from Adam's fall. 

Though dead, through Thee they live ; 
Restorer of our ruined race, 
Of every lost angelic grace, 

Thyself unto us give ! 

J.V. 



THE END. 
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